Balanced rearrangement of chromosomes 2, 5, and 13 in a family with duplication 5q and fetal loss.
We have studied a family in which a mother and daughter (the proposita) had the karyotype 46,XX,ins(2;5),t(5;13). The mother had four spontaneous abortions, a mentally retarded son with duplication (5q), and a daughter who died at 3 months. The proposita had a phenotypically abnormal abortus. Rearrangements involving several chromosomes are very rare. Observations on this family are consistent with the predicted high likelihood of reproductive loss.